physically ill, scotch sectarian competition, and better the sanitary condition of cities and thereby the public's health.
John Harley Warner
Wellcome Institute PIETRO CORSI and PAUL WEINDLING (editors) , Information sources in the history of science and medicine, London, Butterworth, 1983, 8vo, pp. xvi, 531, £30 .00. This new reference guide to the history of science and related areas contains twenty-three essays and accompanying bibliographies, loosely grouped into four sections. The first part deals with aspects of the historiography of science and with perspectives derived from philosophy and the social sciences. Part II is made up of just three chapters concerning research methods and sources. Part III focuses on different disciplines (physics, chemistry, natural history, etc.) and historical periods ('Medicine since 1500', 'Experimentalism and the life sciences since 1800', etc.). The last section partly redresses the overall European bias with four contributions on science and medicine in America, China, India, and in Islamic culture.
There are some nice things here: Simon Schaffer's bravura survey of the history of physics (the longest chapter, with the longest bibliography); some minor masterpieces of concise synopsis (Charles Webster on the historiography of medicine, W.H. Brock on chemistry, D.E. Allen on natural history, C.B. Schmitt on the historiography of medieval and Renaissance science); and two valuable and provocative essays that one wouldn't immediately expect to find in a reference work (Pietro Corsi's analysis of twentieth-century French views of science, theology, and philosophy; Margaret Gowing's perceptive chapter on 'The history of science, politics and political economy'). Several of the essays are free of the bland even-handedness that generally characterizes reference works. I think particularly of Ludmilla Jordanova's refreshingly partisan chapter on 'The social sciences and the history of science and medicine', even though some readers may question the reliability of a survey in this area that omits even to mention the existence of microsociological and ethnomethodological research (for instance, This work presents brief biographies of some 2,800 physicians and surgeons who worked in the Netherlands and the Dutch Empire over the last five centuries. The author gives for each of his subjects the date and place of birth and death, a summary of his or her career, details of more notable (or only) publications and references to sources of further information. In some cases, personal observations are taken over from obituaries, while in others, the author gives his estimation of the subject's contribution to his field. The entries are clearly set out with the aid of some admirable conventions used in the Dictionary of scientific biography.
The fact that this is essentially a compilation of obituaries should not be held to diminish either the book's value or the author's efforts, for certain decisions made by the author ensure that it will be an invaluable and perhaps never to be superseded point of reference for an international readership. The author's English is usually adequate, but it may be helpful to point out here the often-neglected difference between "the lecture has not been published", which implies that the manuscript still exists, and "The lecture was not published", which makes no such suggestion.
As well as using the volume as a source of reliable information, the reader can use it for
